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FROM THE PASTOR�
As we complete our sermon series on "Two Journeys, a Disaster and a Dream," I�

thought you might enjoy this quote from Max Lucado, a popular contemporary spiritual�
writer whose books I like.�

"Remember the conversation at the burning bush?  The tone is set in the first�
sentence.  "Take off your sandals because you are standing on�
holy ground."  (Exodus 3:5)  With these eleven words, Moses�
is enrolled in a class on God.  Immediately, the roles are�
defined.  God is holy.  Approaching him on even a quarter-�
inch of leather is too pompous. . .  No time is spent convincing�
Moses what Moses can do, but much time is spent explaining�
to Moses what God can do.�

"You and I tend to do the opposite.  We would explain to�
Moses how he is ideally suited to return to Egypt. . .  Then�
we'd remind Moses how perfect he is for wilderness travel. . .�
We'd spend time reviewing with Moses his resume and strengths.�

"But God doesn't.  No pep talk is given, no pats on the back are offered.  Not one�
word is spoken to recruit Moses.  But many words are used to reveal God.  The strength�
of Moses is not the issue; the strength of God is."�

As we find ourselves on this amazing journey called life, it's good to know that the�
important things are not left to us.  God's strength is sufficient for us; ours is not.  God's�
wisdom prevails when our wisdom fails.  And God's grace-filled mercy allows us to�
grow in both our faith and in our willingness and effectiveness in serving others.�

Thank you, Lord, for your companionship on the road!�
On a slightly different note, allow me to thank all the people who worked so hard�

for Pumpkin Fest last Saturday.  It was a great day!  Between the bake sale, Cruzin' for�
Cokesbury, t-shirt sales, barbecue sandwiches, great music and, of course, pumpkins,�
everybody had a fantastic time.  The best part was hanging out with friends on an�
absolutely perfect day!�

See you this weekend at the Santa's Cupboard Bazaar!�

   Love from your pastor,�
   Sandra Smith�

Prayer Corner�
Please keep the following persons in�

your prayers�for health and healing�:�
Beverly�Crouch�, Lois�Betz on the death�

of her mother Rosalie Larsen,�Lynda� De-�
twiler,�Dollie� Philpott,�Dot�Margheim,�Katy�
Kuhlman,�Mildred� Lohec,�Gloria�Mark-�
ovich, Charlie Roder’s son,�Laura� Scott�
(Jean Bonds’ daughter) and for all our ser-�
vicemen and women who are serving over-�
seas.  If you have prayer requests for the�
Prayer Chain, please call the church office�
at 281-484-9243.�
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Music Notes�
      Our�Youth Choir� will sing for a nearby nursing home on Saturday, November 3.�

We will meet at the church at 9:15 and sing at 10:00 a.m. and return to the church at 11.  On�
November 11, we will sing in both the early and late worship services at the church.  And�
we’re now practicing Christmas music, too.  Yea!!�

Our�Men’s Chorale�,�Handbell Choir� and�Ladies Ensemble� will all be performing�
soon.  Watch for upcoming articles and bulletins.�

I want to take this opportunity to thank both our Chancel Choir and Teresa Mauney, for�
coming together as a “family”.  It is a joy for me to “work” together during choir rehearsals�
and to worhsip on Sundays together.  We have a great team and I look forward to Christmas�
and Easter and on and on.�

In Him,�

November 4-�Flowers this week are given to the glory of God and in honor of Barbara�
Strong by Don Strong.�

November 11� - Flowers this week are given to the glory of God and in  honor of the�
13th birthday of Jordon Lenamon by Martin, Johnna and Morgan Lenamon.�

Children’s Choir Fundraiser�
We are pleased to announce that we will be participating in an exciting Children’s�

Personalized CD Fundraising Program.  There will be 5 CDs to choose from:�Your Are My�
Friend� (a happy playtime collection of 8 songs),� You’re An Angel� (a beautiful lullaby�
collection of 8 songs)�Jesus Loves Me� (a collection of 10 Sunday School songs and�
messages made fun for the child to hear)�Hip, Hip Hooray, It’s Your Birthday� (a collection�

of 7 songs for the birthday boy or girl) and�I Am A Soldier� (a collection�
of 8 contemporary and energetic Christian songs). Each CD will be�
personalized with your child’s name in the song or message.   The�
customer will also be able to add a special 3-line message to the child�
for extra customization.�

Children’s Personalized CDs by I Am Proud To Be ME! make�
fantastic birthday, baby shower, baptism and Christmas gifts.  Just watch the child’s face�
light up when they hear their own special songs personalized just for them.�

The upbeat melodies and catchy lyrics will have the young and not so young tapping�
their feet and singing along together.   All of the music is sung by professional artists and�
recorded in hi-tech studios.  Making this gift even more unique.�

Personalized Children’s CDs make each child feel loved and special because the child�
hears his or her name being sung up to 98 times.  It also creates special happy images and�
kids love singing and dancing to the music.�

The ordering for these CD’s will be on Sundays October 21, 28 and November 4 in the�
Commons and the cost is $20 each.  Please come by the table to hear a sample CD.  These�
will be delivered in time for Christmas.�

-Donna Bane�

 Honoring Our Veterans�
The Cokesbury Youth would like to honor our Veterans with dinner and fellowship on�

Sunday, November 11 beginning at 5:00 p.m.  All Veterans and their families�
are invited to join us for dinner in the Fellowship Hall.  Then we will move to�
the Sanctuary to hear about your experiences in serving our country.  Let us�
know if you would like to speak.  We look forward to showing our appreciation�
for your part in keeping our country free and visiting with you that evening.�
Sign-up sheets are on the table behind the sound booth in the Narthex.  Please�

call Catherine Felts at  281-922-7535 with the number of people in your party.�
-Catherine Felts�

Conference President to Address UMW�
Come join us on Tuesday, November 13 at 7:00 p.m. for a first ever at Cokesbury.�

Thebe Worden, Conference  UMW President, will honor us as guest speaker.  A covered�
dish will precede our speaker at 7:00 p.m.  All ladies of Cokesbury and their guests are�
welcome.  Plan to be there!!!�

-Nancy Owens�
Support Our Bazaar This Weekend�

Friday-November 2 from 9 to 5�
Saturday-November 3 from 9 to 4�

Tell all your neighbors and friends about our Bazaar.  Come out and shop and then hang�
around to volunteer at one of the many activities.  The kitchen folks can always use�
additional help.  And on Saturday afternoon, we always need many volunteers to help clean�
up and get ready for Sunday services.�

Cokesbury’s Statement of Purpose�
Learning to serve God and humankind in Jesus’ name.�
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It’s Your Time to Help with Helping Hands�
The following folks have signed up to help  with Helping Hands for the next two weeks:�

First Sunday:�  Jean Bonds, Charlotte Davis, Gloria Hurley, Sandy Lawrence, Laura�
Morgan, Lotus Ricketts, Winnie Smith, Sharleta Vochoska and Carmen Wilhite.�

Second Sunday:� Linda Garies, Laurel Johnson, Billie Kestler, Carolyn Lofland, Herb�
Parker, Cathy Pleasants, Charlene Provence and Lois Seeley.�

By The Numbers�
October 28�

8:30 a.m. Service................................93�
9:45 a.m. Service................................47�
11:00 a.m. Service............................131�
Total Attendance..............................271�

Cruzin’ for Cokesbury Wraps Up�
I would like to thank everyone for any help they gave before, during and after Cruzin'�

for Cokesbury.  When you plan something like this event, you never know how it will turn�
out.  In my heart I wanted it to be a fun day for the church�
and community.  That is what it was.  Even though I did not�
get the turn out with custom cars and motorcycles that I had�
hoped for, everything else I had hoped for was there.  The�
parking lots had many cars, bringing people to walk through�
the Pumpkin Patch, grab some barbeque and donate blood.�
We had close to, if not more than, 20 donations of blood on�
Saturday.  We had another person that could not bring his�
motorcycle to show, but donated bread to the Helping Hands.�
He works at a bread factory, and e-mailed me to see if we�
could use it as he wanted to contribute.  Cruzin' for Cokes-�

bury wasn't set up this year as a fund raiser but as a community outreach event and to help�
create traffic for the Pumpkin Patch. In those areas, it was a success and we also made some�
money for our Cokesbury Youth Program.�

Till Next Year,�
-Bob Newlin�

News from United Methodist Women�

Dulin Circle�
Update�

The   Dulin Circle met on Sept. 25 at�
Cokesbury UMC.  The   meeting was�
opened with prayer by Ellie Melanson.�
Seven members and one guest attended.�
The program was presented by Ellie based�
on�Chicken Soup for the Soul�, heart warm-�
ing stories for people 60 and over.  A list�
was passed around to sign up to bring baked�
goods to the UMW bake sale.   We were�
also reminded to sign up for the Santa Cup-�
board on November 2 & 3.  There will be a�
covered dish at the general meeting on Nov.�
13.  All ladies are encouraged to attend.�
Our guest speaker will be Thebe Worden.�

-Jean Bonds�

Brenaman Circle�
Meets�

Ten members of the Brenaman Circle�
met on October 23 in the home of Annabelle�
Fookes.  Mary Alice Wills and Stacy Moore�
were welcome newcomers.�

Betty Evans presented the program�
based on the book�Chicken Soup for the�
Soul�.  Her theme was Love and Hugs.  She�
brought out that both love and hugs can be a�
very important part of every person's daily�
life.  Annabelle and Stacy served a tasty�
lunch.  The group then was treated to a tour�
of Annabelle's extensive collections of:�
clowns, plates, Western Indian artifacts and�
much more.�

 -�Betty Sutton�

Kids in the Patch�

October 20 was a great day at the Pumpkin Patch! There were crafts and games for the�
kids, a carved pumpkin contest, the UMM shrimp boil and the pet costume contest.  Pictured�
above are our contestants.  If you happen to see Tubby, Valerie Provence’s Pug, please�
congratulate him as our Grand Prize winner!  Tubby is shown above on the front row, far�
left.�

Pumpkin Patch Proved to be a Smashing Success�
Our first ever Pumpkin Patch was a huge success!  And our front lawn has never looked�

so good (or orange)!  Everyone had a great time walking among the pumpkins, taking�
pictures with the scarecrows, and enjoying the absolutely gorgeous weather the Lord has�
blessed us with these past few weeks.  I want to thank everyone who has helped out with their�
time and energy because�you� have been the reason the pumpkin patch was the smash hit it�
was (pun intended).  Your smiling faces and warm, cordial attitudes reflected that of Christ�
and I’m certain we made our presence known in this community and beyond.�

Here’s some upcoming events for our youth:�
Nov 9 - Lock-in at church from 7pm to 7am.�
Nov 11 - Veterans Day Supper, beginning at 5pm the youth will be honoring our�
veterans and their families with a spaghetti supper.  Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex.�
Please call Catherine Felts for more info at 281-922-7535.�
Nov 25 - Spur 58 Concert, the youth will be going to Gateway Community Church in�
Webster for a concert from 7pm - 9pm.  Cost is $5.  This will be our MYF for that Sunday.�

- Peter Bonanno�

Missions/Outreach Coffee Project Update�
The UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief)  Coffee Project that the Missions�

and Outreach Committee joined a year ago this month is still going strong. During Sunday�
mornings and church functions, we drink the delicious Fair-Trade Fellowship Blend.�

Fair-trade simply means that the farmers are given a fair and living wage for�
their coffee crops as well as much needed credit at fair prices; and long term�
relationships. These fair payments are invested in health care, education, envi-�
ronmental stewardship, and economic independence.   Since partnering with�
Equal Exchange (a twenty year old worker-owned fair trade organization), our�
congregation has purchased over�300 pounds� of coffee! By purchasing this�
fair-trade coffee, we not only help poor small farmers around the world but we�

also help the United Methodist Committee on Relief.  For every pound of coffee purchased�
by Methodist churches, a small percentage is donated to UMCOR.  We will have a booth�
again at the Bazaar this year.  Please come by to say hello, purchase coffee or learn more�
about this ministry.  On behalf of small coffee farmers around the world and UMCOR, thank�
you for your support!�

-Charlene Provence�

Rainbows Along the Way�
Keeping Attached�

It was a delightfully warm day and Lloyd was enjoying a walk down a woodland trail�
with his three year old son.  However, the path was strewn with embedded logs and what�
Lloyd could easily step over proved more daunting for Jimmy. This meant that Lloyd�
frequently paused and waited as Jimmy lost his hold on his father’s hand, stepped over the�
log and then toddled over to catch up with his father.�

“You have to keep hold of my hand,” Lloyd reminded him. “So you can keep up with�
me.”�

With the child’s hand in his, Lloyd turned to start off again. Yet, they went just a short�
distance when Jimmy’s fingers slipped out of Lloyd’s grasp.  He stepped over the log that�
spanned the trail, and then sought to regain Lloyd’s hand.  Finally when Jimmy lost hold of�
his father’s hand and sprawled face down on the path, as Lloyd picked up the tearful child,�
he realized the problem and then got an idea.�

 “I know what we’ll do,” he told his son. “Since I’m too tall for you to reach my hand,�
I’ll keep hold of your hand and that way I’ll make sure you don’t fall.”�

And so they set off again, this time with Lloyd gripping the child’s hand firmly as well�
as slowing his steps to match the child’s.�

We can be like Jimmy when we lose hold of God on our spiritual journey. It happens�
when our faith fails and we fail to trust him. Yet though we may lose our grip on him, what�
we tend to forget is that he’s got hold on us. And since his grip is secure, his guidance and�
provision are just as certain.�

-�Anne Adams�

Save Time!�
E-Mail Your Article To The Paper�

newsletter@cumchouston.org�


